
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Divine Service III 

Service of the Word 

Hymn                           “Prepare the Royal Highway”                           LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003026 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 

end | of the world.* 

In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 



and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 
 

Gloria Patri 

 

 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation 

 

 
 

Collect 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the 

sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for 



You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

 
 

Old Testament Deuteronomy 18:15–19 

     1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 

and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, 

says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But 

for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in 

its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall 

tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on 

the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
     4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that 

I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
     5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 

day of the LORD comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children 

and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with 

a decree of utter destruction.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Handbells                       “Joy to the World” 
 

  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 



  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

  No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

  He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia 

 



P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
 

     

 

Gospel John 1:19–28 

19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I 

am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 

the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then 

why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 

stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of 

whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 



     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

          Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

          Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

 



Hymn                           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                       LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 



 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 

Offering  Please place your offering in the plate in the center 

                aisle as you leave. 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 



Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Words of Institution 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Communion Distribution 

Distribution Hymns 
 

“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”                                                  LSB 820 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

“A Great and Mighty Wonder”                                                          LSB 383 

 

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 



Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

 

Salutation 

 

 
 

Benedicamus 

 



 

 

Benediction 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn                  “Hark the Glad Sound”                                LSB 349 

 

 



 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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