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Hymn                           “When in the Hour of Deepest Need”                      LSB 615 

 

 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 
 

6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Litany for Ash Wednesday 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 



C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

by Your cross and passion; 

by Your precious death and burial; 

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 

in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the 

forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 



to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
 

Lent Versicles 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Psalm                                   Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: v. 17 

The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will | not despise. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your | steadfast love;* 

according to Your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

and cleanse me | from my sin! 

For I know my trans- | gressions,* 

and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 

Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 

and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 

Cast me not away from Your | presence,* 

and take not Your Holy Spirit | from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your sal- | vation,* 

and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;* 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will | not despise. 



Hymn                           “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee”                    LSB 607 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



1st Reading Joel 2:12–19 
     12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your 

garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14Who knows 

whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering 

and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate 

a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 

assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom 

leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let 

the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your 

people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 18Then the LORD 

became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 19The LORD answered and 

said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be 

satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

2nd Reading 2 Peter 1:2–11 
2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord. 
3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by 

which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 

them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 

corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make 

every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and 

knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness 

with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 

love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 

ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever 

lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 

cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make 

your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 
11For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 

3rd Reading John 1:29–34 
     29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  
     30“This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because 

He was before me.’ 31I myself did not know Him, but for this purpose I came 

baptizing with water, that He might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: 

“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on Him. 33I myself 

did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory for Lent 
 

 

 
 

 

Sermon 
 

Antiphon 

 

 
 



Canticle                                                                                                           LSB 938 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003026 
Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 

 

Offering Please place your offering in the offering plate in  

                the center aisle as you leave. 
 

Kyrie 

 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

     L  Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive 

the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting 

our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon 

and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may 

be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear 

of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Benedicamus  

 



 
 

Benediction  

 

 

 

 

Hymn                         “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”                    LSB 418 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003026                                    Tune: Public domain 
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