
+ FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT + 
Divine Service Three 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED LSB 346 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003026 

Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



EXHORTATION LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

ABSOLUTION LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

INTROIT 

Shower, O heavens,  | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down  | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may  | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them  | both to sprout. 



The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

 and the sky above proclaims his  | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 

end  | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent  | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his  | chamber,* 

 and, like a strong man, runs its  | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the  | end of 

them,* 

 and there is nothing hidden  | from its heat. 
  

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186 

 

 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 



 
  

 
  

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 

mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 18:15–19 

 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired 

of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 

‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire 

any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they 

have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 

brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them 

all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he 

shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 



thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 190 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I 

am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 

the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then 

why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 

stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of 

whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 



 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 



Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  



OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 



they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 

in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD'S PRAYER LSB 196 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 



forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 



MY SOUL, NOW PRAISE YOUR MAKER LSB 820 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

YOUR TABLE I APPROACH LSB 628 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 



For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

THANKSGIVING LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

 
 

SALUTATION LSB 201 

 
  



 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 



SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME LSB 332 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 
 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 



D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. 

Grobien, 1973 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003026 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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