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CONFESSION 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 



wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins. Amen. 
  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on 

me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

PSALM 

You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 

     and abhor nothing | you have made.  

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 

     You spare them all because you are our | Lord our God. 

Be merciful to me, O go, be merci- | ful to me,* 

     for in you my soul takes | refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take | refuge,* 

     till the storms of destruction | pass by. 

I cry out to | God Most High,* 

     to God who fulfills his pur- | pose for me. 

He will send from heaven and | save me.* 

     God will send out his steadfast love and his | faithfulness! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen 

You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 

     and abhor nothing | you have made. 

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 



     You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 
 

SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO THEE LSB 419 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt. 

Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841–1903 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 
 

1ST READING Joel 2:12-19 
     12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with 

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not 

your garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over 

disaster. 14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 

blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your 

God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
16gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; 

gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his 

room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let 

the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O 

LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 18Then the 

LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 19The LORD 

answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, 

and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach 

among the nations.” 
 

2ND READING 2 Peter 1:2-11 

 2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and 

of Jesus our Lord. 

 3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 

excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his precious and very great 

promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 

sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 

faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-

control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with 

godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 



with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you 

from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, 

having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, 

brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for 

if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this way there will 

be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

3RD READING John 8:31-36 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 

have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 

remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

RESPONSORY LSB 255 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

FROM DEPTHS OF WOE I CRY TO THEE LSB 607 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 
 

L Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this 

night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life 

may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

L O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the 

shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is 

hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in 

Your mercy grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the 

last; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

L Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us 

from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Your only Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the 

enemy; let Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and 

let Your blessing be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

L Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the 

darkness is no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these 

hours of night, especially those who watch and work on behalf of 

others. Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their 

service, courage in danger, and competence in emergencies. Help them 

to meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

L Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. 

Abide with us and with Your whole Church. Abide with us at the end of 



the day, at the end of our life, at the end of the world. Abide with us 

with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and Sacrament, 

with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of 

affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair, 

the night when death draws near. Abide with us and with all the faithful, 

now and forever. 
 

 
  

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 257 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 258 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 259 

 

 

 
 

BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD ABOVE LSB 574 

 

 

 



 

5 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 

    My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, 

    The King of glory and of grace! 

 

6 At one with Him, I cannot die, 

    My soul is purchased by His blood; 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 

    With Christ, my Savior and my God. 
Text: Charitie L. de Chenez, 1841–1923 

Tune: Vernon Griffiths, 1894–1985 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003026 
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